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Even if you walked 
around blindfolded, you 
would still be able to fi nd 
Little India. 

Yes, this picturesque part of Sin-
gapore is distinguishable thanks to 
its entrancing aroma of exotic spices 
and the scent of burning incense. 
Being one of the most vibrant, col-
orful and alluring spots to visit in 
the island, Little India is one of the 
key cultural precincts Singapore is 
proud of. 

Strolling around this area is a joy 
of its own. Here too you can fi nd the 
gaily-painted shop-houses that have 
become a Singapore icon. Stores 
piled up with various textiles, eye-
catching saris and gold bangles; the 
pungent fragrance of jasmine, spices 

and incense wafts from the door-
ways coming in one blend with Bol-
lywood’s latest soundtracks blaring 
from every other alleyway. As you 
walk, don’t be surprised if you hear 
Chinese Singaporeans speaking fl u-
ent Tamil, while the Indian sellers 
may converse in Mandarin. 

Start your trail at Tekka Center, 
located at the corner of Serangoon 
Road and Rochor Road. A lively 
blend of wet market, food venues 
and shops, Tekka Center is a place 
where several ethnic communities 
converge to create a multicultural 
shopping fi esta. Being a place with 
a variety of cultural infl uences, food 
of South and North Indian, as well as 
Chinese and Malay are found here. 

What stands out in the middle 
of your wander will be Sri Veera-
makaliamman Temple in Serangoon 
Road, Little India’s busiest and old-
est temple built in 1855 by Tamil 
laborers. Another famous temple is 
the Sri Srinivasa Perumal temple. 
This is a classic example of South 
Indian temple architecture charac-

terized by its pyramid-shaped tower. 
When you walk through the Tek-

ka Market toward Buffalo and Ker-
bau Roads, you will be greeted by a 
number of goldsmith shops here. 
The aroma of jasmine and spices still 
lingers as you come across a Chinese 
Villa next. Don’t forget to visit the 
colorful Tan Teng Niah House, with 
its lovely courtyard, gilded name-
plate with a calligraphic inscription 
symbolizing endurance. The intri-
cately carved Pintu Pagar (decora-
tive swing doors) is something you 
won’t forget. 

The famous Campbell Lane 
shouldn’t be missed either, with its 
array of shops that sell everything 
from accessories, handicrafts and In-
dia-imported vegetables, to religious 
items and Indian vegetarian food. 

Talking about food, remember to 
enjoy some culinary highlights from 

this area. Take a break from your 
stroll, sit and order some teh tarik 
(pulled tea). Named as such due to 
the way it is made, where the tea is 
tossed repeatedly from one mug to 
another to create a  thick froth. Just 
watching the skilled “pullers” dem-
onstrating this art of is such a fun 
and exciting thing to watch. 

Need a snack to accompany the 
hot tea? Order some roti prata. Soft, 
yet crispy, this Indian “pancake” is 
not only a pleasure to eat, but also to 
watch when being made. Stretched, 
fl ipped, folded to form a fl at shape, it 
will then be tossed onto a fl at griddle 
coated with hot oil until it turns a 
delicate golden brown. With curry, 
honey, or even on its own, it is a de-
lectable snack to eat.  

There are a lot of restaurants in 
the area where you can explore more 
Indian culinary delights. One spe-

cialty of Little India is actually a dish 
called fi sh head curry, a dish unique 
to Singapore. As strange as it sounds 
and looks, the head has actually a lot 
of meat to offer. After slow and long 
cooking, it falls apart so easily. 

For any fi rst-time visitor, get-
ting to Little India is not much of a 
task either. The MRT (especially on 
weekends) is a more preferable way 
to get there than cabs. The North-
East MRT line’s Little India and 
Farrer Park stations near Serangoon 
Road are convenient points to get 
into the area. 

Accommodation is what you can 
also fi nd in Little India. Of course, 
it varies according to your budget. 
Wanderlust, an experimental bou-
tique hotel located in Dickson road is 
one of the unique ones, with its cap-
sule-shaped rooms in different hues. 

Another exciting thing that visi-

tors can do in Little India is to join 
its festivals. Thaipusam for example, 
held yearly during the full moon 
in the lunar month of Thai- usu-
ally January/February. Another is 
called Deepavali, the Hindu festival 
of lights that magically turns Seran-
goon Road into a festively decorated 
street with open-air markets selling 
Deepavali-related goodies. 

Like Thaipusam, the exact date 
is determined by the lunar calen-
dar, but it takes place in October/
November. There’s also a fi re walk-
ing festival called Thimithi, where 
you can see a lot of male devotees 
walking across a platform of burn-
ing coals. 

Being a unique part of the island 
bursting with so much personality 
and breathing a lot of colorful life, 
Little India is a place never to be 
missed while visiting Singapore.
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Little India goodies: Little India is packed with shops selling colorful accessories.

Big wonders 
in Little India
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Little India Shophouses: The vintage gaily-painted shophou ses in Little 
India which have become a Singapore icon.
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